Long Story Short: The Remix
Once your students have been through the student Survival Guide, they will have read 43
indicator summaries. You’ve taught the material, they’ve read and practiced the material, and
now it’s time to make your students WRITE the material. While the EOC is a multiple choice
exam, a deeper understanding of the content is required in order for them to be successful.
One way to reinforce the rigorous content of this course is through an activity we call “The
Remix”. This activity can be done at any point during the school year, but we’ve found it works
best in the weeks leading up to the EOC. Below is what your students will need to complete
this activity:
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Pretty basic, right? For this review, students will be responsible for re-writing (or “remixing”)
one or more of the “Long Story Short” summaries from the student Survival Guide. The
objective is for students to recall important information from the indicator and create a
summary that connects that information. For example, a student studying Standard 1.2
would be responsible for knowing about the Magna Carta, rule of law and The English Bill of
Rights. Simply having students recall these important documents and concepts doesn’t
connect the material to anything that the students are familiar with. Furthermore, it doesn’t
allow them to see the connections between those items and the history of the United
States. The “remix” activity becomes more than summarizing and actually forces students
to analyze HOW each person, place or event in US History connects to the big picture. Once
students have read the Long Story Short, they understand how to format an indicator
summary and can do this activity for themselves.

Thematic Reviews
After completing a year/semester of studying American history, themed reviews serve as a
method of review that knits it all together for students. As the SC EOC requires students to
make connections across time and compare various movements and events, themed reviews
prior to the EOC are imperative. The thematic reviews included in this book (pages 24-26)
focus on women, Native Americans and African Americans. While there are many ways to
present this material, one that has appealed to my students for years is a more visual
approach. Using the topics in the charts provided, consider providing students with only a
picture representing the topic. Either as a small group or whole group, call on students
(holding all accountable) and require them to identify and describe what they see. The EOC
can be a very visual test and students must be able to recognize events and people in picture
form. After going through the visuals have students answer the questions individually for
extra accountability. Pretty simple? Yes, but if this is done for all suggested topics listed in the

Teacher Survival Guide, your students will have reviewed and connected the vital eras they
need to for success on the EOC. There are also student instructions that make this activity an
individual option (included in sheets). *Tip: If your students have access to technology, you
can have them reproduce the tables we’ve provided and type their answers into the
document.
*Below is a partial sample of the theme review for Native Americans that is included in the teacher
survival guide. The full version of theme reviews for Native Americans, women & African-Americans
are available in our teacher survival guide and are reproducible for classroom use*

Thematic Review
Native Americans
Using the table below, write what you know about the topic in the middle column (do not use your
notes or the internet). We will review information about the topic as a class in the column on the right
after you’ve researched and checked your class notes. Items are in chronological order.
Topic/Person/Place/Thing
Powhatan tribe

French & Indian War
(1754-1763)
Indian Removal Act -1830

Assimilation

Trail of Tears

Indian territory

Seminole tribe

Native Americans  Change Over Time
What You Know
What You Need to Know

The “Low Down” is a one-pager, reproducible study guide that holds teachers and students
accountable for all pertinent information from the standard. Below is the “Low Down” for
standards 2 & 7. The teacher survival guide includes reproducible versions of USHC standards
1-8.

